C 11 H 13 NO 4 S, orthorhombic, P2 1 2 1 2 1 (no. 19), a =5.7011(4) Å, b =8.9203(6) Å, c =23.571(2) Å, V =1198.7 Å 3 , Z =4,R gt (F) =0.028, wR ref (F 2 ) =0.062, T =173 K.
Experimental details
The absolute configuration was not determind owing to racemic twinning. Hydrogen atoms were added to the model in calculated positions with U iso (H) =1.2 U eq (C) except H1 bound to nitrogen atom which was found in the difference Fourier map and refined without position constraints. This was done because of uncertainty about the hybridization of the Natom, so that position constraints would possibly have led to awrong model.
Discussion
The title compound is the product of the Mitsunobu reaction of Ntosyl-2-methylserine with triphenylphosphine and DEAD [2] . The crystal structure confirmed the b-lactone moiety. Compared with the closely related N-Boc protected a-methylserine derivative [3] it also exhibits weak hydrogen bonds. These N1-H1···O1 ( 
